
SAINT GREGORY  THE GREAT PARISH 
PARISH COMMUNITY LIVING  
THE GOSPEL . . .  
~ IN FAITH   
~ IN WORSHIP  
~ IN SERVICE 

 
November 16 & 17, 2019  
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Greetings St. Greg's, 
     A story needs to be shared about the retreat we had 
last weekend and the progress of Young Adult Ministry 
here at St. Gregory the Great. I first would like to give 
all glory to the Lord for how far we have come. The 
Holy Spirit is truly at work and I'm blessed to be a wit-
ness. It's amazing how the Lord can move. 
     We've come a long way 
from humble beginnings with 
the young adults (18-
30somethings). When I first 
started work on with this age 
group, I took a look at how 
big it was. With almost 5,000 
people who fit between 18-40 
on the parish's books, I was 
floored with how big the task 
is. Especially since the majori-
ty of those are missing from the pews. We had to roll up 
the sleeves and get busy.  
     The first task was to build a team, a Core Team of 
volunteers who could give their time and talent to the 
cause. The Lord provided. Our team has grown and be-
come more capable as we jelled over the past two years. 
They are passionate, faithful, and willing to serve. We 

pour into relational ministry and hospitality to create an  
environment that even hardened hearts would find wel-
coming. This has set the stage for the growing and posi-

tive response to  Amped, our flagship young adult event, 
and to our retreats. We are steadily growing from a 
handful of participants to surging into the 40's and 50's.  
     This weekend was Brave II, a powerful and prayerful 
experience calling our participants out of the boat like 
Peter. Built around Matthew's account of walking on 
water (Matt 14:22-33), we followed along the theme of 

being brave in the storm. 
Our team and priests/
seminarian (Fr. Paul, Fr. Mo-
ses, and Joe Tokasz) deliv-
ered thought-provoking and 
enthusiastic sessions de-
signed to explore our rela-
tionship with Jesus and call 
us to action.  
     The over 40 young adults 
who journeyed to Allegany 

were energized for more. With uplifting live music led 
by Michael Cygan, no one was left sitting during praise 
and worship. Our prayer experiences at Mass and in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament opened up hearts across 
the room. These young adults are passionate and em-
powered to move forward, not because of anything we 
did, but what the Holy Spirit has been doing. 
     Continue to pray for us as we keep moving forward, 
led by the Holy 
Spirit, to keep lead-
ing people to 
Christ. The task at 
hand is large but the 
seed is growing. As 
Fr. Dave Pivanka of 
the Wild Goose 
series leads, "Come 
Holy Spirit, come 
Holy Spirit..."     
 

In Christ, 
Adam Jarosz 
Director, Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
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FINAL DISCUSSION SESSION—“LETTER TO A SUFFERING CHURCH”  
Please join us for our last sharing session regarding your insights and perspectives from the book Letter to a Suffer-

ing Church by Bishop Robert Barron. We pray this ‘Cry from the Heart’ will provide you with healing and hope as 

we journey forward during this difficult time for our Diocese and Church.  In this session, we will prayerfully re-

flect to understand this difficult and sensitive topic.  If you have not already received a copy of the book, they are 

available at the Church entrances or Parish Office.      

We will gather  on: 
 Monday, November 18, at 7:00 pm in GR 1 

FAMILY MASS 
Upcoming is the St. Greg’s 
Family Mass on November 24 
at 9:30 am. We invite all parish 
families to participate together 
in the form of Greeters, Lec-
tors and Ushers at this Mass 
each month.   
 
If you are interested, please 
contact Marisa Piazza in the 
Parish Office at mpiaz-
za@stgregs.org or 688-5678. 
Mark your calendars. 

THANKSGIVING DAY PARISH AND MASS SCHEDULE 
All are welcome to join us for our only Mass on Thursday, November 28, at 9:00 am as we celebrate many bless-
ings we have received this year.  The collection taken at this Mass with be for the St. Gregory’s Chapter of the 
SVDP Conference for all the work they do to help those in need. 
 

The Parish Office will be closed November 28 and 29 for the Thanksgiving Holiday. We will have only one Mass 
on Friday, November 29, at  8:00 am.  The Office will resume normal hours on Monday, December 2.  

“ONLY IN GOD IS MY SOUL AT 
REST: FROM HURT TO HOPE”   

The Church Musicians Guild of Buffalo is offer-
ing a Taizé style service to provide some solace to 
all who are suffering from abuse or anxiety. We 
will provide a safe space to pray with musicians 
who are offering comfort with their unique 
gifts.   SS Peter and Paul Church, 5480 Main St. in 
Williamsville, will be the setting for this quiet, re-
flective service at 3:00pm on Sunday, Nov. 
24th.   Members of the Guild will perform music 
that envelops the assembly in a mystical journey of 
song and silence.  Make a place for peace, join us.   

If you have questions, please  contact  Brian 

Ruh at bruh@stgregs.org  

GREAT DINNER 
ACUTION A 

HUGE SUCCESS! 
Thank you to everyone who con-
tributed their time, talent and 
treasure in making the St. Greg’s 

21st Annual Dinner Auction a successful evening! A 
huge thanks to the chair couples Maria and Steve Gal-
muzina and Nicole and Matt Schmidt. Also, a special 
thanks to our Auction Coordinator, Cindy Reitebach.  
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 FIRST ANNUAL POINSETTIA SALE                             
All PROCEEDS from this fundraiser will benefit The 
Science Olympiad at St. Greg’s School. 
ORDERS DUE: Friday, November 22                                                                                                                                                      
DELIVERY DATE:  Thursday, December 5                                                                                                                                       
PICK UP LOCATION: St. Greg’s Ministry Center -
Thursday, December 5, from 2:00—6:30 pm and Fri-
day, December 6,  from 2:00 - 6:30 pm                                                                                       
QUESTIONS: Contact Helen Brodnick 716-374-0255 
or email Hheck1207@aol.com 
DETACH BELOW AND RETURN WITH PAYMENT TO: 
The Main Office at St. Gregory the Great School  
250 St. Gregory Court, Williamsville, NY 14221.  
 

Please make checks payable to St. Gregory the Great H.S.A. 

Name____________________________________ 

Phone #__________________________________ 

Email____________________________________ 

  6 ½” Pots-$8.00 
Red      _____         
White   _____          
Pink      _____          
Marble  _____          
Total x$8.00=_____ 

8” Pots- $12.00 
Red      _____          
White   _____          
Pink      _____          
Marble  _____          
Total x$12.00=_____ 

10” Hanging Pots - 

$16.00 

Red      _____          
White   _____          
Pink      _____          
Marble  _____          
Total x$16.00=_____ 

10 ½ ” Pots- $20.00 

 
Red      _____          
White   _____          
Pink      _____          
Marble  _____          
Total x$20.00=_____ 

Christmas Cactus 
6 ½” Pot________$8.00 
Total x $8.00_________ 

Cyclamen 

6 ½” Pot_______$8.00 

Total x $8.00________ 

Christmas Wreath 
Handmade wreaths are about 22” and made with fresh 
Fraser Fir branches. 
 

$25.00 (with red bow) ________________   
Total x $25.00  _________________ 
 

$30.00 (with red bow, pines cones, berries __________ 
Total x$30.00  ______________ 

GRADE 3 VETERANS DAY ACTIVITY 
On Thursday, Novem-
ber 7, the third grade 
students participated in 
a Veterans Day activity 
to benefit U.S. soldiers 
currently serving over-
sees in Baghdad.   This 
was led by Marine vet-
eran Nick Martone, fa-
ther of Lena in Grade 
3. Nick is  the president 
and founder of Team 
Fast Foundation, a non-
profit (501 (c)(3)) that's 
mission is to redefine 
the way our veterans 
transition out of service by providing a Post Camp Pro-
gram to help decrease obstacles and deal with difficul-
ties that arise for veterans. Nick is also an ambassador 
for The PGA HOPE Program, Helping Our Patriots 
Everywhere, a program that helps out our veterans 
through the game of golf.   

 
 

 
Students decorated golf balls 
with permanent markers, and 
these will be donated to active-duty military mentioned 
above to add some recreation and relaxation to their 
day. 

SCHOOL LOOKING FOR RN 
St. Greg’s School  is looking for a licensed RN to help 
administer insulin via an insulin pump for a student in 
our Early Childhood Program. Training provided. This 
person would be a backup in case of emergency and/or 
if the current RN’s were unavailable. This would require 
one-two hours on the given day. This person is required 
to have Virtus training in progress or completed. If you 
are interested in learning more, please contact Marisa 
Piazza at mpiazza@stgregs.org or 688-5678. 



FAMILY FUN 
In an attempt to promote stronger family life within 
our parish, we encourage families to begin a Family 
Night once a week where you turn off the phones and 
enjoy each other’s company. Consider board games, 
video games, movies, a favorite show, baking, prepare 
a meal or an outing.  Heck, maybe enjoying a meal, 
where everyone is home at the same time would work!  
Set aside age-appropriate time length, a shorter time 
frame for pre-school age to longer hours for the older 
ones.  Snacks are a must! Let the communication, 
guidance, affirmation and fun begin! 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING  

We invite young parishioners interested in joining the 

Altar Server Ministry to an upcoming training session. 

Children in Grade 4 and older can attend the training 

either on Wednesday, December 4, from 6:30 - 7:30 

pm or Saturday, December 7, from 12 noon - 1:00 

pm. Please contact Nora Weil at 

momtojcrew@gmail.com with any questions. 

EVANGELIZATION  
OPPORTUNITIES 

The Evangelization Committee is looking to add a 
few more disciples to the “Welcome Wagon” team, 
started by Fr. Thomas.  This ministry welcomes new 
residents to the “St Greg’s” neighborhood with a per-
sonal invitation to visit our parish / campus…it’s an 
extraordinary opportunity to evangelize! You can par-
ticipate on a weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or as-
available basis. We go out in pairs. If interested please 
contact Brian Ruh at 688 5678 ext. 313 or at 
bruh@stgregs.org.  

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 

FFF Upcoming Events and Information: 
November’s FFF Outreach: St. Vincent dePaul 

Food Drive  
 

The Next Rosary Club is on November 18.  Ro-
sary Club (Grades 5-8) meets on Mondays from 6:15- 
to 7:15 pm in the School Cafeteria, except when there 
are no classes due to holidays. Hours attended counts 
towards ministry hours as Rosaries made are given to 
new parishioners, distributed on Ash Wednesday, etc.   
There are NO CLASSES from November 28 – 30.  
A Blessed Thanksgiving to you and yours! 

CATECHIST CORNER 
A PRAYER FOR CATECHIST CLASS PREPARATION 

 

“Holy Spirit, be with me as I prepare to teach these 

children of God. Give me the words to speak the 

name of Jesus to my students with compassion and 

love. Attune the ear of my heart to listen for opportu-

nities to pray with my students. Help me to look for 

moments to be your voice, hands and heart to all 

those whom I encounter today. I ask this in Jesus’ 

name. Amen.” 
 

A Prayer from Joe Paprocki’s Catechist Journey, Loyola 

Press, https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2019/08/

prayer-for-class-preparation/ 

LIVING NATIVITY 
St. Greg's 13th  Annual Living Nativity will take place 
on December 26 and 27. Beginning in the Gathering 
Rooms, a Shepherd will take groups of 12 weary trav-
elers to Bethlehem through scenes depicting the road 
to Bethlehem in the Church and School. Director Jeff 
Criden needs adult, teen and children actors to por-
tray Dancing Shepherds, Children of Bethlehem, One 
Wise Man, a Narrator, and most importantly, the 
Blessed Mother. Also needed and of high importance 
is a family with a baby to be the Holy Family with our 
live animals. Please contact Jeff Criden at 207-4878 or  
jeffrcrd@aol.com to volunteer or have any ques-
tions. Volunteering for this would count as service 
hours. 

Gr 5-10 FFF Students made 
blankets for Gerard Place, which 
provides housing, supportive 
services, community education 
and outreach to homeless moth-
ers and their children to help 
them toward self-sufficiency.  
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ST. GREG’S SCHOOL TURNS 60!!! 
 

St. Gregory the Great School is cele-
brating 60 years in 2020.  In an effort 
to update our records, if you are a St. 
Greg’s Alum please complete the 
form below with your contact infor-
mation. You can return the form to 

the Parish or School Office or put in next weeks collec-
tion.  
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING PART OF 
THE COMMITTEE, THE NEXT MEETING IS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, AT 6:30 PM IN THE 
CAFÉ!  
 

NAME:__________________________________ 

YEAR GRADAUTED: _____________________ 

ADDRESS:_______________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

PHONE: ________________________________ 

EMAIL: __________________________________ 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
BAPTISM, RECONCILIATION AND EUCHARIST  

FOR OLDER CHILDREN 
Typically, children receive Baptism as infants and pre-
pare for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucha-
rist when they are in Grades 2 and 3. When this does 
not happen, they need to be prepared for these Sacra-
ments when they are older.  At St. Greg’s children and 
their families and/or sponsors are placed in a Chil-
dren’s Catechumenate and the process is called RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults).   Through 
this process, older children who have missed Sacra-
ments are prepared to receive them. If you have a fami-
ly member ages 7-18 who has  missed a Sacrament(s), 
please contact Joan Rischmiller 
(jrischmiller@stgregs.org) in the FFF Office at 688-
5760. 
CONFIRMATION 2020 CANDIDATES:    
Our last Confirmation retreat will be held on Saturday, 
November 23.  Attendance at one retreat is mandatory 
in order to receive the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion.  If you were not able to attend the August or Sep-
tember retreat and would like to attend this retreat, 
please call the FFF Office(688-5760).  Any questions 
for Confirmation, please contact Catherine Wadhams 
at cwadhams@stgregs.org or call 688-5760. 

CAFÉ AND STORE HOURS 
The Catholic Store and Café will  not have evening 
hours on Wednesday, November 27, and will be 
closed on Thursday, November 28. Both will re-open 
on Friday, November 29, for normal hours.  
 

Don’t forget to stop in for that holiday gift and a cup 
of coffee! 

FAMILY FUN 
Sometimes the most 
fun we can experience 
is when we take our 
eyes off ourselves and 
focus on others.  Why 
not gather your family 
and bake cookies for 
an elderly couple or 
widow in your church 

or neighborhood. Plan a movie night and invite chil-
dren of a single parent, giving that parent a ‘night off’. 
Design and color posters with words like, “We Love 
You”, “Thinking of You”, “You’re Awesome” and 
place them in the front yard of someone who could 
use the kind gesture. (Carson Dellosa Publishing CD-204016, Family 

Fun) 

ST. GREG’S CAFÉ 
 PIZZA NIGHT! 

Need dinner for Family Fun Night? Working late at 
the office and don’t want to cook? Need to schedule 
a meeting over the dinner hour? Stop by our Café 
every Wednesday night for our Specialty Pizza Night 
from 5:30 - 7:30 pm.  

DON’T HAVE TIME FOR BREAKFAST? 
Stop in the St. Greg’s Café and let us cook for you. 
Enjoy egg sandwiches, pastries, bagels and Fair Trade 
organic coffee.  

FORGOT YOUR LUNCH ? 
Join us for soup, salads, paninis  and delicious sand-
wiches, or take it back to your office! 

We invite singers of the parish to consider joining Mu-
sic Ministry for a few rehearsals in preparation for 
Christmas Midnight Mass. Reminder a second rehearsal 
is November 19  from 7:00 to 8:00 pm in GR 2. The 
regular Adult Choir rehearsal follows from 8:00 to 9:00 
pm. If you're interested please contact Nancy Erdman 
by email  NErdman@stgregs.org or call the Parish 
Office at 688-5678, ext 308. 
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ANNULMENT WRITING WORKSHOP 
Have you ever considered the annulment process? Facil-
itators, knowledgeable in the Marriage Tribunal Process 
leading to a Church Annulment, are available to assist 
individuals to prepare the “paper work” necessary to 
begin the annulment procedures. So often just putting 
together the information needed can be overwhelming. 
Please join us Saturday, November 23, from 9:00 – 
11:00am in the Gathering Rooms, 200 St. Gregory 
Court. A $5.00 registration fee will cover the cost of ma-
terials. Walk-ins are welcome. To register please call Bri-
an Ruh at 688 – 5678 ext 313 or Bruh@stgregs.org   

MOMS Visit Assisi & Rome, Italy   
MAY 13-21  2020 

Visit: Assisi, Italy- the birthplace of St. Francis and St. 
Clare.  Rome, Italy- participate in a Papal audience. 
Loreto, Italy -Basilica of the Holy House/ Marian 
Shrine....and much more. The MOMS Assisi/Rome 
Retreat will allow you the opportunity to reconnect, 
rebuild and reset your relationship with God, the 
Blessed Mother, the Saints and the Catholic Church. 
The retreat will also help us to rebuild our spiritual 
strength and grow stronger together as Catholic wom-
en. Msgr.  Zapfel from St. Leo's will be our spiritu-
al director during the retreat. Your life will be en-
riched and transformed through participation,  prayer, 
Eucharistic celebrations, historical visits and lectures, 
great food and fellowship.  Service will also be a part of 
our retreat. We will incorporate works of mercy with 
the Sisters of St. Francis at Stella Niagara. Our next 
gathering is Wednesday, November 20, at 6:30 pm 
at St. Leo's in the St. Monica Rm. Msgr. Zapfel 
will be there to talk about the retreat. Come and 
learn more about the retreat and meet the other 
women going. We will have regular gatherings until 
May 2020 to prepare for the retreat. We will journey as 
friends. All are welcome. Spots are limited.  
For more information contact Nadine Bargnes at  
830-8530 or ngbargnes@aol.com.  

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY  
INTERNATIONAL 

Kairos Prison Ministry International is holding their 
December Kairos Retreat at Wende CF from Decem-
ber 5th through December 8th, and your support is 
greatly needed. First of all we need your prayers. Please 
begin praying for the success of the weekend today and 
continue to lift the team and inmates up in prayer until 
the weekend concludes. If you are able to pray for a 
specific hour during the weekend, please contact Mark 
Duguay at mgduguay@gmail.com and let him know the 
day and hour during the weekend you are willing to 
pray. Late night and early morning hours are badly 
needed. Secondly, we need letters of encouragement for 
each inmate. Since this weekend is in December you 
can give the inmates Christmas cards. Just address them 
“Brother in Christ” and sign them using your first name 
only. Include a few words of encouragement. Cards can 
not be sealed. Just put them in an envelope and keep it 
unsealed. Thirdly, we need packages of cookies. They 
must be store-bought. They can not be in “resealable” 
packaging. Cookies can not contain any type of liqueur 
(chocolate or vanilla) and cannot have raisins or pow-
dered sugar on them. Aldiʼs has great prices and a good 
variety of packaged cookies. Fourthly, we need decorat-
ed placemats (11” X 17”). Placemats should be color-
fully decorated with a little message of encouragement. 
Please use colored pencils, crayons, or markers. Stick-
ers, glitter, and things like that cannot be used. If made 
by a child they can have the child's first name only and 
their age. Fifthly, we could use financial donations. The 
weekend costs approximately $1,500 to put on. Please 
make all checks out to KPMI and write Wende #65 on 
the memo line.  
Checks can be mailed to: 
 Kairos Prison Ministry International 
 P.O. Box 194 
 Williamsville, NY 14231-0194 
Lastly, you can attend the Kairos Holy Hour at Harvest 
House on Saturday, December 7, from 12:00 -  2:00 
pm. There will be a lunch at noon followed by a Holy 
Hour which will include a guest speaker, singing, the 
reading of a letter from the K 65 leader, Jack Thoman, 
and a free-will offering. 
 

For more information call Mark Duguay at 716-208-
4706. He can answer any general questions about 
Kairos or give you information on how to become a 
Kairos Volunteer. Volunteers can work inside the pris-
on or on the outside support team. 

STAY CONNECTED TO ST. 
GREG’S THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 
Quick access to the Bulletin, learn about clos-
ings, cancellations and updates within the Par-
ish, School, Family Faith Formation or Youth Ministry.  
To download Parish App: 
IPHONE USERS TEXT: ParishApp1 to 555888 
ANDROID USERS TEXT: ParishApp2 to 555888 
VISIT YOUR APP STORE: Search WeConnect, Parish 
App, look for the blue icon above and follow the 
prompts. See the back of the Bulletin to learn all the 
ways you can follow St. Greg’s on social media.  



2020 March for Life --“Life 
Empowers: Pro-Life is Pro-
Woman:” The Diocesan Office 
of Pro-life Activities is sponsor-
ing buses for the March for Life 

in Washington DC taking place on Thursday, January 
23—Friday, January 24, 2020.  
 

     Reservations for the bus trip accepted with pay-
ment due by Friday, December 27, 2019. Cost is 
$195.00 (incl. round-trip bus, breakfast, & speaker); 
$145.00 (for bus only) or $50.00 (for breakfast & speaker). 
Bus registration with online PayPal payment is available at 
www.buffalodiocese.org/marchforlife. Mail-In registration 
forms are available online at www.buffalodiocese.org/
prolife-events#marchforlife         
 

     NOTE: Participants are responsible for making their 
own hotel reservations.  Hotel reservations at the Wash-
ington Plaza Hotel can be made by calling (202) 842-1300 
or (800) 424-1140 or book online directly at 
www.washingtonplazahotel.com. Single room rate: 
$179.00; Double room rate: $199.00:Subject to 14.5% DC 
sales tax per person. (To get the special Diocesan room 
rates, make reservations by December 20. Mention 
the Diocese of Buffalo.) Can’t attend and want to help? 
Consider being a sponsor. For more details and infor-
mation, visit www.buffalodiocese.org/prolife or call (716) 
847-2205.      
 

Fr. Paul Cygan is hoping to lead a group of St. Grego-
ry’s parishioners at this year’s March for Life in 
Washington, DC. Contact him for more information 
at pcygan@stgregs.org. There are information/
registration brochures at the entrances to the Church. 
Please consider being a part of this very important 
witness to the sanctity of Life!!“Defend the unborn 
against abortion even if they persecute you, calumni-
ate you, set traps for you, take you to court or kill 
you.” –Pope Francis 

EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION 

 

Adorers are needed for all times 
and days.  Please call Kathy at 759-
7149 or Barbara at 634-7478 with 
a time that is convenient for you. 

Please obtain a substitute if you are not able to 
attend Adoration at your scheduled hour.  The 
Blessed Sacrament cannot be left alone. Please 
ask a friend or relative to sub for your scheduled 
adoration hour if you are going to be away any-
time during the holiday season.  It is a way to 
evangelize and introduce others to our adoration 
chapel. Thank you. 
 **Substitute adorers are needed for Sunday 
mornings 4:00 AM - 6:00 AM during the months 
of January and February 2020. 

 

Our Adoration Chapel is in need of the follow-
ing scheduled Adorers: 

 

 MONDAYS 2:00 - 3:00 am 
THURSDAYS 2:00 - 3:00 am 
 SATURDAYS 10:00-11:00 pm 

OUR CHAPEL IS OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

 
 

This Christmas season, we ask you to open your hearts, take a gift tag from our tree or from the baskets 
found near the Church exits, and provide a new Christmas gift or gift card for the needy person listed. 
Socks, sweats, hats and mittens are always welcomed. Gift cards from Walmart, TARGET or TOPS 

Market are also greatly appreciated.  Please return the wrapped gift or gift card (with gift 
tag attached) to the Gathering Rooms on Saturday, December 14, from 3:30-
7:00 pm and Sunday, December 15, from 7:30 am -12:00 noon (no later than 
12:00 noon please as the delivery of gifts begins promptly at 1:00 pm).  
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT leave gifts in the Church foyer!  
This ministry began in December of 1975 and about 1300  
people have been helped each year. Last year, over 3,000 gifts 
were collected and delivered. Each tag is for a specific person.  
Once a tag is taken from the tree, we are counting on a gift  
for that individual.     

TIP: Before you shop, take photo of the gift tag so 
you have the information with you, and leave the tag at 
home so it doesn’t get lost. 

2019 Christmas Gift Collection 

Christmas Gift Tags will be hung on a Christmas Tree in the front vestibule  
and placed in baskets near the exits of the Church. 

Of His Fullness we have all had a share ...love following upon love.  John 1:14,16 

MOMS PLAYGROUP 
Moms and tots, join us for fellowship and fun Thurs-
day, December 5th, from 10:00 am-Noon in the Minis-
try Center basement playroom.  Questions contact 
fanony27@gmail.com .   
 

Upcoming playdates: January 1,  February 6 and 
March 3. 



 PARISH ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

Sunday, November 17 
8:30 am-2:30 pm KOC Pancake Breakfast (MC) 
1:30 pm     Baptisms 
3:15 pm     Worship Ensemble Rehearsal (Church) 
5:30 pm     Life Teen (MC  gym, basement, Café) 
Monday, November 18 
12:30 pm   Senior Citizens Monthly Mtg. (MC Gym) 
6:00 pm     SWAT (MC Basement) 
7:30 pm     Troop 440 Leadership Mtg. (MC 1)  
Tuesday, November 19 
4:30 pm     Parish Children’s Choir Practice (GR 2)  
6:45 pm     Cub Scout Pack  440(School Gym & Cafeteria) 
7:00 pm     Christmas Choir Rehearsal (GR 2) 
7:00 pm     AMPED(MC Café) 
7:00 pm     BSA Troop 444 Meeting (MC Gym) 
8:00 pm     (11:00 Mass) Adult Choir Rehearsal (GR 2) 
Wednesday, November 20 
10:00 am    Prayer Shawl Ministry (MC Gym) 
2:15 pm      School Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
6:30 pm      KOC Recruitment Mtg. (Café) 
6:30 pm      School Board Monthly Mtg. (MC 2) 
7:00 pm      RCIA (School Classroom (#802) 
7:00 pm      Men of God Meeting (GR 2) 
Thursday, November 21 
6:30 pm      EDGE ( MC Gym, Foyer, Basement) 
6:30 pm      SDVP Meeting (MC 2) 
Friday, November 22  
7:00 pm     ULTIMATE (Gym, Foyer, Basement)  
Saturday, November 23 
12:30 pm    Bell Choir Rehearsal (School Classroom #602) 
Sunday, November 24 
1:30 pm     Baptisms 
3:15 pm     Worship Ensemble Rehearsal (Church) 
5:30 pm     Life Teen (MC foyer, gym, basement, Café) 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 
ROSARY 

The Rosary is one of the most im-
portant, meritorious and powerful pray-
ers one can pray. Please consider pray-

ing the Rosary after the 8:00 am and 12:00 pm Mass-
es. These prayers “transform” our families, our com-
munity, our country and the world in a positive 
way!  Also, on every Saturday, at 12:00 noon, the Ro-
sary for our Country is recited, including an an-
nouncement for each state plus the Divine Mercy. In 
good weather in the Grotto and in inclement weath-
er in the Church. Bring a folding chair, sing Ava Ma-
ria and God Bless America after reciting a powerful 
prayer for our Country.  

LADIES OF CHARITY  
The St. Greg’s Ladies of Charity is sponsoring our 
annual Christmas Luncheon on Saturday, December 
7, at 12:30 pm, at Russell’s Steaks, Chops & More on 
Transit Rd. in Williamsville.  ALL ladies are wel-
come!  Please call Patty Vitanza @ 716-609-7584 for 
entree selection and payment instructions.  Reserva-
tions must be submitted by November 20.  Please 
join us for a fun and festive start to your holidays. 

SENIOR CITIZENS 
The next meeting is November 18 at 1:00 pm in the 
MC Gym where we begin a “Speaker Series”. This 
series will consist of three speakers—one from the 
Saturday morning Rosary-for-our-Country group, 
one from the post office to discuss fraud, and one 
speaker presenting on healthy eating. Refreshments 
will be served. Please come and join your fellow sen-
iors for this interesting three-part event.  
 

NEW DATE: December 16 is our Annual Christ-
mas Luncheon at Russel’s Steak House. The cost for 
members is $33.00 and $35.00 for a guest prior to 
December 9. Lunch will be served at 1:00 pm. Please 
sign up and bring payment to our next meeting. Any-
one over 55 years of age may attend. 

EVENING PRAYER “VESPERS” 
Join us for Evening Prayer every Tuesday at 6:30 pm 
in the Church. Vespers, also called Evening Prayer,  
gives thanks for the day just past and makes an even-
ing sacrifice of praise to God. For  information con-
tact Jeff Criden at 207-4878.  

FIVE WAYS TO BE A GOOD HOST 
The holidays are approaching and these five fabulous tips 
not only work for your family at home but for your family at 
church! 
1) Invitation. Invite your family and friends back home, to 
Mass. Include necessary information like the date, the time
(s) and the location of St Greg’s Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas Masses. 2) Be welcoming and attentive. Make sure 
guests are greeted warmly and made to feel welcome. 3) Be 
flexible and gracious. Somebody is sitting in your seat. 
Some guests may be unaware of protocol. Exhausted kids 
are crying and loud. Be gracious; no polite host would ever 
intentionally make their guests feel unwelcome. 4) Set the 
example. We want our guests to be put at ease. It’s our job 
to gently show our guests when we stand, sit and kneel. In-
troduce new family and friends to each other, do not ex-
clude anyone. 5) Be appreciative. Let people know how 
good it was to see them and thank them for coming. 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
Thursday, November 21– Presentation of Mary 
7:00 am  Barbara Ahlstron  
  by Angel O’Brien & Robert Greene 
8:00 am  Dottie Hoffman by Dad, Julie, Alan, 
  A.J. & Stephen 
  (School Mass) 
12:00 pm Thomas Ruthven & Irving Simmons  
  by Mary Pat Ruthven 
  Edward Driscoll by Janet Wilde 
 

Friday, November 22-St. Cecilia 
7:00 am  Parishioners of St. Gregory the Great 
8:00 am  Gregory Brill by Shelly Marshall  
12:00 pm Charlie Donner by Teri & Family 
  Ted Lontkowski by Jewula Family 
 
Saturday, November 23– St. Clement &  
        St. Columban 
8:00 am  Mary Glenn by Jim Glenn 
  Glayds Vilardo (Birthday) by Estate 
 
Vigil Masses 
4:00 pm Dr. James H. Cosgriff  
  by Wife, Mary Lou & Family 
5:30 pm Rosemary T. Drumm by Family 
  John Lewis Schultz by Judy & Tony Picone 
 
Sunday, November 24– Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
      King of the Universe 
8:00 am  Sam & Joy Chiarello by Mary Ann & Sam 
  Piazza & John Chiarello 
  Charles T. Kane (Anniversary)  
  By Wife & Family 
9:30 am  Chester & Helen Pawenski by Family 
  Charles Horey  
  by Ronald & Michelle Cercone 
11:00 am Dave Haumesser  
  by Tim & Ann Marie Spellman 
  John DiPasquale by Wife & Children 
12:30 pm Tyler P. Wackowski  
  by Fred & Kim Gworek 
1:30 pm  Baptisms 
4:30 pm Dr. John T. Phelan by Patricia A. Phelan 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, November 16 
Vigil Masses 
4:00 pm Mary & Michael Cirelli  
  by Family & Friends 
  Thomas Ventriglio  
  by Christi & Brian Carroll 
5:30 pm Lucille F. Husarik  
  by Tim & Ann Marie Spellman 
 

Sunday, November 17 -33rd Sunday in  
                                       Ordinary Time 
8:00 am  Pauline & Roman Hrycik  
  by Marianne Boccabella 
  Judy DeGolier (Anniversary)  
  by Bill & Linda Dohn 
9:30 am  Clare Wesolowski by Maggie Connely 
  Josephina & Angel Hernandez  
  by La Mendola Family 
11:00 am Jane Paolini by Daughters 
  Donald Ritz Sr.  
  by Richard, Peter, & Monica Parisi 
12:30 pm Margaret Sasse  
  (Anniversary) by Daughter 
1:30 pm Baptisms 
4:30 pm Zoltan Wurm by Family 
  Julie Hahn by Daughter, Kate 
 

 
 

 

Monday, November 18-Dedication of Basilicas of  
      Sts. Peter & Paul 
7:00 am  John & Joyce Ambrosoli by Estate 
8:00 am  Rose Yaklin by Vic & Fran Silveri 
12:00 pm Richard C. Vivacqua (Anniversary)  
  by Vivacqua Family 

Tuesday, November 19 
7:00 am  Dr. Richard Romanowski by Estate 
  Edna Fechter & Family Members 
  by Bill & Grace Grunert 
8:00 am  Henry J. Bogdan  
  by Mary Lou Daigler & Family  
12:00 pm Dennis Reed by Bob Demerath 
  Deceased Members of Hertel Family  
  by Jeanne Hertel 
 

Wednesday, November 20–  
7:00 am  V. Eloise Pompa by Mr. & Mrs. Sexton 
8:00 am  Patrick Moran by Betty Moran 
12:00 pm Margaret Sasse (Birthday) by Daughter 

DECEASED 
Jerome L. Romano 
Robert Urbaniak 

REAR PEWS RECEIVING COMMUNION 
We are changing our Communion stations to better ser-
vice the parishioners during Communion.  In our efforts, 
we want it to be clear that any disabled individuals sitting 
in the rear pews will receive Communion after the two 
side aisles have finished.  We have designated two Eucha-
rist Ministers, at each Mass, to service these pews.  We 
appreciate your patience as we work through this transi-
tion. If you have any questions or concerns, please see an 
Usher before or after Mass.  



MASS SCHEDULE 
WEEKDAYS: (Monday-Friday) 7:00, 8:00 and 12:00 noon; (Saturday) 8:00 am only. 
SATURDAY: 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm 
SUNDAY: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am; 12:30 and 4:30 pm 
HOLY DAYS: As listed in the Bulletin. 
For those who are unable to join us, all Masses can be viewed  on our website. 

 
CATHOLIC STORE AND CAFE 

CATHOLIC STORE HOURS (276-6920): Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm; Wednesday 5:30-7:30 pm; Saturday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm;  
Sunday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. Closed Monday.  
CAFÉ HOURS (276-6915):  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 7:30 am - 
2:00 pm; Wednesday 5:30-7:30 pm; Saturday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm; Sunday 9:00 am - 
2:00 pm. Closed Monday. 

 

SACRAMENTS 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday after the 12:30 pm Mass, ceremony only. All 
parents desiring Baptism for their child are asked to attend the Pre-Baptismal class at 
least two months prior to the Baptism. The class is held the first Tuesday of each month, 
7:30 pm, in the Ministry Center, Room 2. Call Jo at 688-5678 to register. 
 
PENANCE (CONFESSIONS) 
First Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am; Saturdays: 2:30-3:45 pm, other times on request. 
 
WEDDINGS 
Celebrated on Fridays (5:00 pm and 6:30 pm) and on Saturdays (10:00 am, 12 noon, and 
2:00 pm). Either the bride or the groom must be a parishioner. 
 
MINISTRY TO SICK, HOSPITALIZED, AND SHUT-INS Sick calls and 
emergencies – anytime day or night. Call 688-5678. Please call the Parish Office to 
arrange to receive Holy Communion at home or to report the hospitalization of a 
parishioner. 
Anointing of the Sick – Administered the first Saturday of each month immediately 
following the 5:30 pm Mass. 
 

 

   OUR MISSION 
St. Gregory the Great Parish, a large and diverse Faith Community, affirms the presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist and among us. We sustain our vitality through shared experiences of prayer, sacrament, 
liturgy, and service. We dedicate ourselves to being a vital part of the Church in the 
Diocese of Buffalo by maintaining and expanding our: 
 

 Spiritual focus 

 Knowledge and understanding of our Faith and our Church 

 Spirit of welcome and reconciliation 

 Compassion and concern for those in need 

 Generous sharing of our God-given talents and resources 
 
 

FOLLOW ST. GREGORY THE GREAT ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Receive daily spiritual quotes, learn about closings, cancellations and updates within the 
Parish, School, Family Faith Formation or Youth Ministry.  
 

To download Parish App: 
  

IPHONE USERS TEXT: ParishApp1 to 555888 
ANDROID USERS TEXT: ParishApp2 to 555888 
VISIT YOUR APP STORE: Search WeConnect, Parish App, look for the 
blue icon above and follow the prompts.  

 
 

 Follow St. Gregory the Great Parish,  School, Family Faith Formation an 
Youth Ministry on Facebook! 

 Follow the Parish on Twitter @StGregsBuffalo 

 Follow Youth Ministry on Twitter, and Instragram @stgregsyoungadults 

PARISH OFFICE 
200 St. Gregory Court; 688-5678 Fax: 688-2315 

 

PASTOR 
Fr. Leon J. Biernat; lbiernat@stgregs.org 
 

PAROCHIAL VICARS 
Msgr. Thomas Maloney (305);          
FatherThomas@stgregs.org 
Fr. Paul S. Cygan  (336); pcygan@stgregs.org 
Fr. Moses Ikuelogbon (310); FrMoses@stgregs.org 
 

PERMANENT DEACONS 
Deacon Michael G. Bochiechio 
Deacon Paul Walter; PWalter@stgregs.org 
 

PASTORAL YEAR SEMINARIAN 
Joseph Tokasz jtokasz@stgregs.org 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Sr. Shawn Czyzycki (335); sczyzycki@stgregs.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION 
Brian Ruh (313); bruh@stgregs.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Nancy Erdman (308); nerdman@stgregs.org 
 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
MINISTRY 
Michael Cygan (340) mcygan@stgregs.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Marisa Piazza (303); mpiazza@stgregs.org 
 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Adam Jarosz - College & Young Adult (316); 
ajarosz@stgregs.org 
Nicole Janecek - Middle School (341); 
njanecek@stgregs.org 
 

PARISH NURSE 
Lee Zack - (339); lzack@stgregs.org 
 

TRUSTEES: Christie Thein, Thomas Vacanti 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
250 St. Gregory Court 688-5323   Fax: 688-6629 

 

PRINCIPAL 
Julie Gajewski (350); jgajewski@stgregs.org 
 

SCHOOL BOARD - schoolboard@stgregs.org 
Fr. Leon J. Biernat, Chairman; lbiernat@stgregs.org 
 
 
 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 
250 St. Gregory Court 688-5760   Fax: 639-8251 

Office Hours are Monday - Friday from 9:00 am - 
2:00 pm and when classes are in session.  

 

DIRECTOR 
Joan M. Rischmiller (358); jrischmiller@stgregs.org 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 

8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
SATURDAY  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
SUNDAY - CLOSED 

 
 

FORMED 
The best Catholic Content. All in one place. St. 
Gregory the Great Parish code: D7B6CQ 
FORMED now has a mobile app! You can sign 
up for a free subscription to FORMED.org with 
great movies, audios, ebooks, and Bible studies. Go 
to www.FORMED.org. Enter parish access code 
7B6CQ in the box and enjoy!  
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 Pediatric care 
 for children 
 and young adults

New Patients Welcome  
6044 Main St., Suite 100, Williamsville

Office Hours by appointment 633-6988

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT SCHOOL
– Early Childhood Programs –

PK 3 & 4, Early Kindergarten and Kindergarten
Partnering Faith with Education. Faith-filled, Joyful Learning.
200 St. Gregory Court • Williamsville, NY

716-688-5323
 (716) 674-3344
 3019 Union Road
 Orchard Park, NY 14127
         Serving Breakfast  
            Lunch & Dinner

4045 Transit Rd., Williamsville
(716) 634-2000 • davesmithford.net

Parishioner Owned

 NETH & SON, INC.
 Celebrating Over 45 years
 in Business

 685-3539
 Licensed & Insured
 www.nethandson.com

• Roofing
• Windows

Banquets • Private Parties 
3480 Millersport  • 636-1709
Sean &  Kim Lillis ~ Parishioners

 639-7775
 www.made-clean.com

Anthony M. Lafornara
DDS FAGD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Sleep Apnea & Snoring treatment provided

Personalized care in a professional environ-
ment  

1660 Hopkins Rd., Getzville, NY
716-689-7713

Gregory T. Maghran - Owner 
 1340 North Forest 
 at Corvette Plaza, Williamsville  
 (716) 688-0203

 Legarreta Eye Center
 Medical-Surgical-Optical

Eye Exams/Cataracts/Glaucoma/Dry Eye
Contacts/Visit our ultimate eyewear shop

Cheektowaga • 668-3030    Lockport • 433-0091
Williamsville • 633-2203 • www.legarretaeyecenter.com

 LB Orthodontics
 Braces and Invisalign
 Dr. Bevilacqua, Parishioner & School Parent East Amherst • 716-689-0313

Call for a
FREE Consult

HARBORTOWN FINANCIAL GROUP
Patrick DeNisco • 716-276-7605
Retirement Planning • Asset Management Platforms

Life Insurance • Estate Transfer Strategies 
Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory products 

and services offered through AXA Advisors, LLC, an investment advisor registered with the SEC. Annuity and 
insurance products offered  through AXA Network, LLC. AXA Advisors and it’s affiliates do not provide tax or legal 
advice. Harbortown Financial Group is not a registered investment advisor and is not owned or operated by AXA 

Advisors or AXA Network. AGE-106120(7/15)(exp.7/17) 

3950 E. Robinson Rd. • West Amherst
691-3400

6049 Transit Rd, Suite 101 • E. Amherst
691-4311

Pediatrician on call 24/7/365
www.tonawandapediatrics.com

RIGHT PLACE. RIGHT CARE.
Rehab • Skilled Nursing

689-6681
www.elderwood.com

 HUNT Real Estate ERA
 5570 Main Street
 Williamsville, NY 14221
 Beverly Costanzo
 Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
 cell: (716) 868-9304 • ofc (716) 633-0300
 beverly.costanzo@huntrealestate.com
 HUNTREALESTATE.COM

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

 Greg Straus
 WNY Real Estate
 Expert!

716-266-6692
www.716RealtyGroup.com

Gregory Straus Real Estate Broker/Owner • Locally Owned & Operated

Call today for a FREE Consultation

 (716) 689-8440
 8898 Transit Rd.
 E. Amherst, NY

Lower Your Real Estate Taxes
Build your New Home in Spaulding Green
www.tesmer.com • info@tesmer.com

 B&C UNITED
 HOME CARE
 6400 Sheridan Dr., Ste 116
 Williamsville, NY 14221
 716-633-7400
Our goal is to give personalized care for each family

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.

This Space 
is Available

Call me today for a  FREE
 in-home consultation!

Frank Vito
 Sales Representative

716-341-7393
 fvito@pellabuffalo.com

windows and doors

FREDDIE’S PLUMBING
SERVICE INC. 

Residential Installations and Repairs
Back Up Sump Pump Specialist

Serving WNY Since 1909
FRED CLABO   631-5513 or 895-3614

freddiesplumbing.com
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 Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends    Pre-Planning • Medicaid Needs • Cremation    A Million Questions? One Answer.

The Dietrich Funeral Home, Inc.
2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226 • 839-2818 • www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

SCHAEFER 
ELECTRIC, INC. 

Commercial & Residential 
Licensed • Fully Insured 

Service Changes Our Specialty 
 Brian Schaefer
 (Parishioner)689-3839

FAMILY 
MEDICAL  

PHARMACY 
“Where We Treat You Like Family”  
Adjacent to Dash’s at Hopkins & Klein

Ph: 568-0800
Michael Rossi, R.Ph - Parishioner  

Dennis Galluzzo, R.Ph

 $39 For All Heating, Cooling & Plumbing Service 
 Calls for All St. Greg’s Parishioners Day or Night 

JOSEPH CATUZZA, Usher/Parishioner

www.wizardgoesgreen.com
716-694-8524

Heating, Plumbing, &
Air Conditioning

Serving All of WNY

 Certain Advice for Uncertain Times 
 • Personal Financial Planning  
 • Tax Planning Strategies • IRAs/Mutual Funds  
 Mark C. Massaro, MBA, CRPC  
 — Parishioner —  
 17 Limestone,  Suite 8 • Williamsville, NY 14221
	 Office:	626-6750

LACROSS
MONUMENTS

2609 GENESEE ST. • 896-4654

MONUMENTS • MARKERS • GRANITE VASES 
CEMETERY LETTERING • STATUARY • PLAQUES

GRANITE BENCHES • SHRINES • WALKWAYS

  Rosalia’s Alterations
	 Specializing	in	Bridal
	 &	Formal	Wear
	 636-8710
	Rosalia	Montagna	-	Parishioner

 1671 Maple Rd, Williamsville NY  |  632.8200  |  DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

PERNA, DENGLER, ROBERTS FUNERAL HOME
Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

JoAnne L. Cobler, M.D.
Cardiologist & 

Parishioner

 Register Now!
 Before & After
 School Programs

•Homework Help •Academic Programming
•Art, Science, Sports, Snacks

•Day Camp & Summer Camp Programs

www.LE3-Inc.Org • Ellie- 716-430-9322

P O P E
LAW FIRM, PLLC

17 Beresford Ct., Ste. 5 • Williamsville, NY
716-634-3320

www.lawonly.com

Why not 
live at home?

634-CARE (2273)www.eastbuffalo.firstlighthomecare.com

When you’re thinking of moving...call 

716-998-5637

St Greg’s 
Parishioner 
Since 1991 

Linda Dohn
For All Your Real Estate Needs.

716-432-1130
Will donate 20% of my

commission to the Parish.
Original Parishioner/ Licensed Sales Agent

Ask 
   For

THIS SPACE IS
Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

MIKE “SARGE” SHOWALTER
WELCOMES YOU TO

LIA HONDA WILLIAMSVILLE
4891 TRANSIT RD

NEW HONDA’S - USED CARS
 MSHOWALTER@LIACARS.COM

 716-622-0607
 MARINE CORPS VETERAN
 PARISHIONER

Church of St. Gregory the Great
https://stgregs.weshareonline.org

We want to help you make beautiful 
memories with wonderful events!

 Baptisms, First Communions,
 Weddings, Celebrations of Life
 and more!
 www.salvatores.net
 716-635-9000

gotTRASH™
“We’re Local!”

Trusted Junk and Debris Removal
Residential/Commercial Cleanouts

Demolition Projects
Full Dumpster Service

TEXT or CALL: 716-800-2000
gottrashusa.com

care without compromise
www.heathwoodassistedliving.com

 716-688-0111 Gary Henry, Parishioner (716) 810-9718 | www.womanswellnessobgyn.com

Margaret A. Novotny, MD
Elizabeth D. Kermis, DO, Parishioner

Molly A. Sheron, CNM/NP
6161 Transit Rd., East Amherst

6261 Transit Rd, East Amherst, NY
 (716) 688-7625 rockkitchenandbar.com

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

10:30am - 1pm 
with 1 hour

$5 Bottomless
Bloody Marys & Mimosas. 

Kids Night
Every Wednesday 

The first social club exclusively for seniors in WNY.
 Contact Laurie Pope-Greco
 716•406•4577

No one enjoys sitting home alone.

Make it a Wonderful day


